AFTER   EVEREST
that the majority of Indian Christians are in their origins
from a so-called " low " social order. Most of those whom
I know personally are the great-grandsons and grandsons
of men who came over—sometimes a whole village at a •
time—into a very nominal variety of Christianity, largely
in order to escape from the rules of caste and the tyranny
of the Hindu social order. Now, if nothing is done for
people like that—if their newly adopted religion is allowed
to remain a purely nominal thing—their character is un-
changed. If they were scoundrels before, scoundrels they
will remain, of little use to God or man. But Christianity
was never meant to be a nominal thing, or a mere change
of social life.
The central core of Christ's teaching was the essential
equality of all men, but His real object was to transform'
character by bringing out the best in everyone through the
exercise of love and loyalty. Realizing this, the mission-
aries and their Indian helpers during the last century have
made every effort to take these nominal adherents of a
new faith, and to bring them to something higher and
better. First, a little education is necessary—there are
many hundreds of elementary schools run by Christian
missions in our part of India. When he can read and
write, he can better appreciate life, and can then, be taught
the elements of Christian ethics. Love, self-control, sin-
cerity, unselfishness ; the evils of -quarrelling, malice, and
resentment—these and many other things must he learn.
He has lived all his life in a backward village community
where the background of life was fear of the local devils
(and perhaps, too, of the village policeman). The animistic
religion of his little village temple had nothing whatever
to do with character and morals, but was simply magic
and superstition. The only thing he knew of the great
official religion of India was that it kept him bound down
to a degraded life and denied him all opportunity of rising
to anything better. Religion, in fact, was completely
divorced from character. It had nothing to do with life.
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